_7lst FIGHTER 5:UADRCK D-erCs/fpn
: lst FLGHT=R GROU
- APO 520

12 Larch 1945,

"1, MISSION AND TARGET: To dive bomb the railroad bridge at Knittelfeld,
_Austria and trhen to strafe rolling stock on the railrpad conn<cting Yruck and
Klagenfurt, Austria.

2. AJRCRAFT aNU CHRGIOLLGY: its Ward, Hite, Capt Chateau, Lianning, Capt

iiilson, Lts Coles, Green, Grace, Amadon and Kohlman, karsh, Hungtington, Junne,
lkiskulin, Hagen and lamphere, Clark and Kepford up from Salscla L/G at 0815 hours.
Two P-38's, Lts Hagen and Lampheres vere to return to base after havin- taken
nictupes of the bombed bridee. There were no early returns. 18 P-3l's were in dive
“bombing area from 1050-1100 hours. Cf this 18, 14 actually dron ed on the target,
Then 18 P-34d's were strfing from 1100 hours till 1130 houwrs. Cf this 13, 14
actvally fired. 18 r-3d's down base at 1320 jours,

3. ROUTE: DBase across adristic maliing landfall at 0945 hours at Zara at 1,000
feet, From here direct to tarpet arriving there it 1050 hours at 9,000 {eet.
Tnence strafing from Bruck to {lagenfurt and decartinz the latter at 1130 rours,
Yugosiavia wuas denarted at 1205 nours in the vicinity of 45 degrees [, 14 degrees
45 minutes & to base,

Le HZITXZVOUSH, PCHLATICH all) as3aULT:  Fignters with ret uvos leadine, Cragrore,
high 1leit und ospringeap low, right set course over base in good formabtion at 0840
hours, OCragmore arrivea in target zrea =t 1045 hrours at 9,000-10,000 feet. Pet
vog dive bomved first with vregmore and Springcap following rnspectively. Srag-
more wnd Jpringcap dive bomb-d on a practically west to east heading. . Cragmcre
began their dive at 9,000 feet and releasing bonbs vetween 3500 and 4,000 feet,
“hen breaxing t . the rignt and reforming squadron about 10 miles southeast of
target. after raforming squadren at 5,000-6,000 feet in this area, 71st commencad
strafing. Hed flight straied betws:en Bruck end Zeltweg from 1100 to 1110 hours.
Then fnite Flizht covered the ground betwssn Zeltweg and 5t. Lorenzen from 1110
to 1120 hours, rinally clue Plignt strafed the remaining rall lines from 5t.
Lorenzen to within 8 miles north of Klagenfurt. Jurinr this time the two spares
strofed tne L/Tds at finittelfeld. Crasmore refor-sd the souszdron 10 niles esast
of Klagenfurt at 1J,000 feat befcre setting ccourss for bhase.

o RBULTS OF SULLBITG: Bombing was visuval but brides anveared te be intact at

cnclusion of bombling. The dispusition cof vorbs is shown belew,  all borbs were

1,000 1lb T.b. rmed wits inat. fuse aed , 0025 fuse.

c&. L4, 1,000 Xb borbs in tarpet ar-a at 1030 nours from 3,500 feet,

b, 1015 no s from 10,000 feet 1 bomb at 4L depressy 15 degrnes O

c, 1645 .ours 10 mii s south of tar-et dre —=d when belly tanus ere dronped

de 1105 hours, 1 jettiszoned 15 dles e:st of tappet fail-=d fo relssse on
horh run.

e. 1215 wours in sdriabic at 43 degrees L0 minotes W) 15 decr-as 32 minutes
sast, Iailed to releiss at b oreet,
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He wULTS U STAAFTIGE  utraving areas have oean divided into 3 seorranhical
sections and by Ilichts.

. loenmotives deastrossd Jaraned Sre’ont Yars Jan,
Red 1, 1t "fird a 1 irced d.:, car 30
Hed 2, Lt Hite ' :
fad 3,020t Chiteau _ , ‘ 1 I
Zed 4, Lt Namning ) . £ 4
fiite ‘1, Carnt wilsen 1
ihite 2, Lt Coles
anite 3, iU Groene 2

Wiite 4, Lt race
lPiue /1, Lt aredon
idlue 2, Lt ¥ohlman 1
Llue ., 3, Lt Lorsh
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Slue 4, Lt Huntington 1 3
spare 1, ot lw-n 5 . ] :

w N

scare 2, Lt Limphere
Totals 7 : (0] 68
A . . T
_ znd 1 Armored aailroad car,
Green £1io:% provided top cover during «ntire strailing tires,

fan}

Ze B RIY Ald WSIEM.Cl i) aCtl VITY: Hone,

3. FonK: Scunt, ilnaccurate 1light zt P-33's from knittelfeld. iloderate, 2ccurate,
ligut flai L'rom Vieinity of Zeltwep., 4ll along strafing lines liznt flak and small
ariis fire was encountered. as this flzkis mébile positive positions were not de-
termined.

9. SIGIFICAUT CBSEAVATICS: 3Between 1110-1130 ho.rs, 10-13 aircraft weare coserved
n A/0 at Zeltee;, Of this number § aircraft tere sinsle engine, bLalaace Lwin eggine,
-oerved frem 500-4,000 feet chove desk, '

.

10, JseTH_ Gl Adrilatics: Thing ztratus at 10,300 feet, Coverins 9/10%s continuing
un to target. et area 4/10%s stratus at 15,7900 feet, visibility brlow, 7ood.

11, AT SUA 30100 HNone.

. AADIC JECULITT:  Broken. bv Lorinpean calline Pt Joz about westher at 0925 hours,
Reoucoun chatter in-tarpet ares,

13, FETVGLY ATACRAPT 5ot LOST o A SISTI0ULTY . Hone . ”

. ‘. . aeys am [ -y . —_— P S A e e TT gL
Lo Y WTHOAST Sodl LS T D LU o Hone,

15, VICTualus A7) L0355 6 0" recaived ninor dlavace from small ares and 20
n fire, nius U.3. 50 cal,

1. 1t amadon; 2 ncles one ir esch hoom in :ront 20 norizontal st:bilizer,
2. &/ isikulin: 20 mm o in lert zondols door,

Je it liuntington: left wines center secticn oiereed by 20 rm.

e Lt Greenet horigzontai staniliver,

5. &b oardr 30 ezl n ouron.

1o, SLaTISSs  Adrereft 13; o3, 14, HL3; O, vrew cedits: 13,



